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Block courses (attendance is compulsory - application) 
  

General information 
 
The biomedical block courses focus on a research-based teaching and learning in small groups. The 
complex organisation and preparation of these courses asks for special rules in order to ensure a fair 
allocation of the restricted study places. The attendance and active participation in the allocated 
block courses of the University of Zurich is compulsory. A swap or change of the courses after the 
allocation is not possible due to the scheduling and organisation. Therefore, the attendance of the 
allocated courses is the prerequisite of assessing the academic achievement. Furthermore, non-
attendance (except unexpected events) is not possible. 
  
 
Application 
 
Students wishing to attend block courses on the advanced studies curriculum must apply online on a 
specific block course booking tool, which is different to the regular UZH module booking tool. 
Booking link and deadline for each semester are published here: 
https://www.biomedizin.uzh.ch/en/Masteren.html 
  
 
Block course assignment 
 
To be admitted to a block course, students must have successfully completed all the compulsory 
modules of the basic studies curriculum. For certain courses there are specific requirements 
requested which are specified in the course catalogue of the University of Zurich (VVZ). Please 
always check if you fulfill all requirements prior to your registration. If you miss prerequisites for an 
already allocated course and for this reason are not allowed to participate in the course, the course 
is listed as "failed" in your transcript. The module coordinator of a Block course (UZH) in accordance 
with the Academic support office is responsible for the allocation of the students. There is no 
guarantee to be assigned to a block course. Priority is given to Master’s students who have the 
course listed in their learning agreement, and to Bachelor students who have not yet completed the 
necessary number of courses for their Bachelor's degree. Further, applicants are prioritized 
according to achievement in the basic studies curriculum modules and completion of other academic 
work and modules to specifically qualify for the course. Students who presumably will have 
completed the basic studies curriculum prior to course start will be assigned a place dependent on 
availabilities. On overbooked courses of the UZH, students from the ETHZ will be granted 10% of the 
available places. The same arrangement applies vice versa for ETHZ courses. 
 
 
Cancellation of courses 
 
If you are unable to participate in a course for which you have been assigned a place, it is highly 
important that you inform the module coordinator of the respective course at the latest two weeks 
prior to course start. Otherwise, the course will be registered as failed in your academic record. 
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